
           Houdini Elementary 
         Knowledge-A-Thon 2023 

        Is Here!!! 
 
 
This is the start of our 2023 Knowledge-A-Thon (KAT), a fundraiser for Houdini Elementary 
School PTO!	 Your child has received questions and answers to study over a period of 
approximately 6 weeks.  The questions and answers are appropriate for the student’s grade 
level.	 This is a pledge-type fundraiser and the children are asked to collect pledges from family 
and friends.  The children should not go door-to-door to solicit pledges.		On KAT Day each child 
is verbally and individually tested on their questions.	 The testers are parents, community 
volunteers, and high school honor students. 
 
Below is the time schedule for this year’s Knowledge-A-Thon.	 These are important dates for you 
to remember!  Please mark these dates on your calendar: 
 
March 9, 2023 KAT kickoff!	 Students are given KAT questions to study through 

Wednesday, April 19.	 Begin collecting pledges from family, friends, and 
co-workers. 

 
March 24, 2023 All pledge sheets are returned to classroom teachers at school.	 Even if 

you are not pledging any money, your child must return the pledge sheet 
signed by a parent.		 

 
    Week of 

April 10, 2023  Celebration Reward for the class with the most returned pledge sheets! 
 
April 19, 2023 KNOWLEDGE-A-THON DAY at Houdini!	 All students are tested at 

school regardless of pledges. 
 
May 5, 2023   All pledge money due back at school.		 

 
   

Thank you for your support!	 If you have any questions please email Jessica Mielke	at 
mielke.jessica@gmail.com		
 
Enjoy learning with your children and HAVE FUN!!! 



 

HOUDINI ELEMENTARY KNOWLEDGE-A-THON 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
1.	 Do I have to do this?	 Yes.	 We would like all students to participate in the Knowledge-A-Thon 
(KAT).	 The questions are based on the class curriculum and are an extension of learning. 
 
2.	 Do I have to collect pledges?	 No.	 That is up to you and your parents; however, the money 
raised from the Knowledge-A-Thon will help fund the PTO which provides so many enrichment 
programs for all Houdini students.		 
 
3.	 What if I don’t get all the questions right?	 That is okay.	 We just want you to do the best you 
can.	 You have time to practice and are provided with the answers to study from.		 
 
4.	 What if I lose my questions?	 Please go to the Houdini website at houdini.aasd.k12.wi.us	 You 
will be able to print another copy of the questions for your grade.	 If you do not have access to 
the internet, there are some extra copies in the office. 
	 
5.	 What if I lose my pledge sheet or need an additional one?	 Please go to the Houdini website at 
houdini.aasd.k12.wi.us  You will be able to print another copy.	 If you do not have access to the 
internet, there are extra copies in the office. 
	 
6.	 Who can I ask to pledge me?	 Ask your parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, 
friends and neighbors for pledges.	 You can even pledge yourself!  Please do not go door to 
door in your neighborhood …we want you to ask only people you know well. 
 
7.	 Can my mom or dad get pledges for me from the people they work with?	 Yes 
 
8. Does everyone in the school have the same questions?	 No.	 Each grade has its own set of 
questions. 
 
9. Why don’t we sell wrapping paper or candy for a fundraiser?	 Because wrapping paper and 
candy only last a short time . . . knowledge lasts a lifetime!! 
 

					 
 
 


